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Think of what Bentley has meant to you

This is how you can help - and save 
thousands in inheritance tax

If you would like to discuss the 
possibility of leaving a bequest 
to the Foundation, please contact 
us at Wroxton - details follow.   

This is the information which 
your solicitor and accountant will 
need to make your bequest:

Your lasting legacy

Here’s how it works:

The Foundation is a registered 
UK charity and thus donations by 
UK taxpayers, whether assets or 
money, are automatically exempt 
from Inheritance Tax regardless of 
when the donation is made, either 
during your lifetime or through 
your will. This can save your heirs 
from donating 40% of your estate 
directly to the government!

Not only that - but as a further 
incentive any estate which leaves 
more than 10% of its value to 
one or more registered charities 
benefits from a reduced rate of 
36% on the residue of the estate. 
The end result is that charitable 
donations can substantially 
reduce your estate’s inheritance 
tax bill and make sure you leave a 
lasting legacy.

This is hugely effective, as these 
examples show. 

Example 1
An estate valued at 
£1,000,000 after IHT reliefs 
is normally taxed at 40%, i.e. 
there’s an IHT bill of £400,000 
and the net estate is reduced 
to just £600,000.

But there’s an alternative…

Let’s say the same estate gives 
£100,000 to charities (there 
can be more than one).

The balance of the estate is 
£900,000. With IHT reduced 
to 36% this gives an IHT bill of 
£324,000 and a net estate of 
£576,000.

Thus at a cost of only 
£24,000 to the beneficiaries 
£100,000 is given to 
good causes and IHT is 
reduced by £76,000.

Example 2
An estate valued at £10m 
after IHT reliefs would pay tax 
at 40% giving a £4m windfall 
to the taxman and leaving 
just £6m for the residual 
beneficiaries. 

Again, there’s an alternative…

If 50% of the estate is left 
to charity, the tax bill would 
reduce to just 36% of £5m i.e. 
£1,800,000. 

That would put £5m into 
the hands of charity 
and £3.2m into the 
hands of the residual 
beneficiaries - an 
effective tax rate of 18%.      

A final thought

Donating your entire estate to 
charity results in a tax rate of 
0% - leaving not one penny for 
the taxman!
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Bentley has been part of your life: the 
friendships you’ve made, the experiences 
you’ve shared, the adventures you’ve had, the 
magnificent cars you’ve owned and the sheer 
joy of seeing the open road unfold before you 
through that Bentley windscreen. 

And now you can help ensure that the flame is 
handed on, so that Bentley enthusiasts of the 
future will be able to enjoy the world of Bentley 
as much as you have and the heritage of Bentley 
will burn as brightly in the decades to come as it 
has for the last hundred years.

Your bequest or donation to the Bentley 
Memorial Foundation will help keep the story 
of Bentley alive. The Foundation is a registered 
charity – and for UK taxpayers any donation 
to charity is an incredibly powerful way of 
supporting the Bentley heritage that has brought 
you so much pleasure and of reducing the 
burden of inheritance tax on your loved ones.

With a financial bequest to the Foundation 
the pleasure that Bentley has brought you 
will continue to generations yet to come – and 
remember: it’s tax-free, so that every pound will 
be devoted to the success of our work. And if 
you would like your donation to be dedicated to 
a particular purpose or as a memorial to a loved 
one we’re happy to discuss your options.

If you have assembled or inherited a collection 
of Bentley material – brochures, documents, 
photos, trophies, memorabilia, the history of 
your car(s), information on W O’s aero engines – 
please consider donating it to the Foundation to 
help us tell the Bentley story in the round.

Your Bentley collection can 
help the Foundation
• Your papers, photos and Bentley 
memorabilia help complete our 
records of individual cars – we 
receive enquiries about this every 
day.

• They also fill in gaps in the 
broader Bentley story – the 
owners, the company and the 
social history of Bentley over the 
last century and more.

• They enable the Foundation 
to recount the Bentley narrative 
in a fuller, richer context, in 
exhibitions, publications, talks 
and via digital channels.

• They’re invaluable to the 
researchers and authors who 
contact us and to the media, for 
whom the Foundation is the first 
port of call for every aspect of 
Bentley history.

Every legacy to the Foundation 
does immeasurable good. Since 
1998 we have become the major 
international resource and centre 
of excellence for information, 
research and education on Bentley 
– not just all the cars from the 
1920s through to the present 
day, but every aspect of Bentley 
history worldwide. 

We’ve built a world class 
collection of Bentley records, 
documents and memorabilia 
holding thousands of items in the 
secure and beautiful clubhouse 
at Wroxton, home of the Bentley 
Drivers Club as well as the 
Foundation, where our archive is 
consulted every year by owners, 
enthusiasts, historians and the 
media from all corners of  
the globe.  

We’re recognised and supported 
by Bentley Motors Ltd and 
our collection ranges from 
1920s engineering drawings 
to brochures of the very latest 
Bentleys. Our professional team 
preserves the collection, maintains 
the catalogue and makes it 
available for study and research. 
The collection is also undergoing 
digitisation.

We’ve published definitive books 
on well known and neglected 
areas of the Bentley story. We’ve 
staged events and exhibitions.  

The Foundation and its mission

We educate, inform, give talks 
and help researchers worldwide.

We’ve achieved much and our 
goals for the coming years are 
even more ambitious. We want to:

• Digitise our collection to make 
the Bentley story better known 
and more easily accessible to 
enthusiasts like yourself.

• Build a world class reputation 
for conserving the documents, 
artefacts and memorabilia of 
which we are the custodians.

• Create outstanding 
presentations of the story of 
Bentley and the Bentley Drivers 
Club at Wroxton HQ.

• Enhance our outreach 
programme with talks, lectures, 
awards and events.

• Create a robust ‘war chest’ 
to ensure that we can respond 
quickly and effectively whenever 
significant Bentley records and 
objects come onto the market and 
then make them available to the 
entire Bentley community.UK Registered Charity no. 1069179 

W O Bentley Memorial Foundation 
W O Bentley Memorial Building 
Ironstone Lane, Wroxton, Banbury 
Oxfordshire OX15 6ED, UK 

Tel. +44 (0)1295 738886  
Email welcome@wobmf.org

(Financial examples correct  
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You can make a difference

A lasting legacy Keeping the legend alive
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